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On 18 December 2008, a high-level panel discussiofiHuman rights, sexual orientation and
gender identity" (organized by the Permanent Missiof Argentina, Brazil, Croatia, France,
Gabon, the Netherlands and Norway), was held inUhe General Assembly. The General
Assembly adopted a groundbreaking statement comynthat international human rights
protections include sexual orientation and gendentity, with 66 nations voting for it. It is
noteworthy that India did not become a signatoryh® statement. It is the first time that a
statement condemning rights abuses against lesan,bisexual, and transgender people has
been presented in the General Assembly. The 66tges reaffirmed “the principle of non-
discrimination, which requires that human rightplgpequally to every human being regardless
of sexual orientation or gender identity.” Theytsththey are “deeply concerned by violations of
human rights and fundamental freedoms based orakexantation or gender identity,” and said
that “violence, harassment, discrimination, exicas stigmatization and prejudice are directed
against persons in all countries in the world beeaaf sexual orientation or gender identity.”
Source: Human Rights Watch Press Release
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2008/12/11/un-generaeasbly-address-sexual-orientation-and-
gender-identity
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The UN Special Rapporteur on Violence against WaritsrCauses and Consequences has
released a critical review of the 15 years of ttmdates work from 1994 to 2009. This review
was initiated by the current mandate holder Yakitiifk (Turkey) with research support by
Madhu Mehra, Executive Director of Partners for LiaviDevelopment (India) and Regional
Council Member of the Asia Pacific Forum for Womeaw and Development (Thailand). The
current mandate holder’s term commenced in 200Xandludes in 2009, the previous mandate
holder Radhika Coomaraswar(§ri Lanka), held office from 1994 - July 2003. €Ttritical
review consolidates 15 years of the valuable waorttertaken and jurisprudence generated by the
mandate. It sets out the background and evolvingesof the mandate, brings together the key
areas of focus, the conceptual gains, issues opkance, implementation and accountability in
relation to VAW, in addition to highlighting thetiure potential and challenges of the mandate.
The full text of the review is available at:
http://www?2.ohchr.org/english/issues/women/rappavdocs/15YearReviewofVAWMandate.p
df.
Details about the UNSRVAW can be accessed at:
http://www?2.ohchr.org/english/issues/women/rappavte
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At the Tenth Session of the Human Rights CoundiinduJanuary-February 2009, the following
special procedure mandate holders presented #parts.

Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief

Special Rapporteur on Trafficking in Persons, EgdgcWwomen and Children
Special Rapporteur on Right to Food

Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a comipohthe right to an adequate
standard of living, and on the right to non-disgnation in this context.

A gender perspective has also been integratedesetreports to bring out the situation of
women in relation to these areas. Details abouHtimean Rights Council session as well as the
reports can be accessedtdtp://www?2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/18sien/and
http://www?2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/18sien/reports.htrmespectively.
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The Durban Review Conference took place from th® 0the 24 of April 2009 in Geneva,
Switzerland. It evaluated progress towards thegysei by the World Conference against Racism,
Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related latahce in Durban, South Africa, in 2001.
The aim of the conference and of the document mediwas to identify ‘concrete measures and
initiatives at all levels’ to weed out racial disomation and intolerance. The outcome document
includes specific measures to address multiple $asfrdiscrimination against vulnerable groups,
such as migrant workers, refugees, asylum seeketsngernally displaced persons, children,
women and girls, persons with disabilities, victiofsslavery and exploitation, trafficking and
people living with HIV/AIDS. The document while fasing on countries in Asia and Africa
urges the governments to promote greater partioipand opportunities for indigenous peoples,
and ethnic, linguistic or religious minority group&’hile the document represents pledges by
governments across the globe to tackle all formsaofal discrimination, it also underlines the
important role of international and regional orgaations, national human rights institutions,
civil society and their cooperation in fighting thattle against racism.

Source http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/ddpa.shtml
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Prof. Yakin Erturk, the SRVAW submitted her thirdport to the UN Assembly on Political
Economy of Women’s Human Rights. The report drawenéion to the linkages between
violations of women’s human rights and neo libglabalization. It brings out the material basis
underlying socio cultural inequality of women, aexpresses concern at the disproportionate
impact of the current political and economic crisis women — emphasizing the importance of
ensuring women’s access to resources as part oéspenses for elimination of violence.
Sourcehttp://www.wunrn.com/news/2009/05_09/05_25_09/0%250 files/SR%20VAW%20R
eport%20t0%20UN%202009.pdf
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A 16-year-old Peruvian rape survivor who sufferedastating consequences after being denied
an abortion filed a human rights petition againet government before the United Nations
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination agsti Women (CEDAW). The CEDAW
Committee monitors states’ compliance with the Garton on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women. She has chargedRkat’s failure to implement measures that
guarantee a woman’s ability to obtain essentiata@yctive health services in a timely manner,
particularly legal abortion, not only violates tReruvian Constitution, but international treaty
obligations. Among other remedies, she is askirag the Peruvian government acknowledges
the human rights violation; provide her with regemas, including physical and mental
rehabilitation; and issue necessary measures gonthather woman is denied her right to
comprehensive health care and therapeutic abortion.
Sourcehttp://reproductiverights.org/en/press-room/teqrergictim-files-case-against-peru-in-
un-committee
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The term of the former Special Rapporteur on viokeragainst women, its causes and
consequences, Dr. Yakin Ertlirk, came to an endilyy2009. Ms Rashida Manjoo from South
Africa has been appointed as the new UNSRVAW. Thect&l Rapporteur investigates and
reports to the Human Rights Council on violenceirsgiavomen, makes recommendations to
eliminate violations and suggests measures to rgniisdconsequences. While ending her
mandate, Dr. Erturk, described the establishmethe@mandate as a milestone in history, which
at one level monitored violations against womergraither, mobilised women around the world
and gave them support to break the silence onnagele
Sourcenttp://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Violenceléa.aspx
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On 16 June 2009, the Human Rights Council in itsv&hth Session passed a resolution
expressing “grave concern at the unacceptably digibal rate of preventable maternal mortality
and morbidity”. The resolution recognized “that shonstances of maternal mortality and
morbidity are preventable, and that preventableemat mortality and morbidity is health,
development and human rights challenge, which aéspires the effective promotion and
protection of the human rights of women and girsjuding in particular their rights to life, to
be equal in dignity, to education, to be free tekseeceive and impart information, to enjoy the
benefits of scientific progress, to freedom fronscdimination, and to enjoy the highest
attainable standard of physical and mental heatitiuding sexual and reproductive health.”
States were thus requested to renew their politoahmitment to eliminate this preventable
phenomenon. As part of the resolution, the couregjuested that the U.N. High Commissioner
for Human Rights (OHCHR) prepare a "thematic stodypreventable maternal mortality and
morbidity and human rights," in consultation witlates, the WHO, UNPF, UNICEF the World
Bank and other relevant stakeholders.
Source: The text of the resolution is available at
http://www.who.int/pmnch/topics/maternal/2009061dntanrightsresolution/en/index.html
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United Nations General Assembly has adopted argstesolution aimed at creating a new U.N.
agency for womenThe agency will be a separate powerful body aritddeal exclusively with
gender-related activities. At present, there areg Bxisting women's U.N. entities in the world
body: the U.N. Development Fund for Women (UNIFENhe Office of the Special Adviser on
Gender Issues; the U.N. Division for the Advanceimeh Women; and the International
Research and Training Institute for the Advancenoéiomen (INSTRAW). However, none of
them is as politically powerful and financially Bla as full-fledged U.N. agencies. The
resolution will consolidate these four bodies irdocomposite entity headed by an under-
secretary-general (USG). The new agency will h&wgepiotential to streamline decision-making
and programming related to women'’s rights under @rexarching agency. Women'’s groups all
over the world have welcomed the resolution asréavictory for women's rights”.
Sourcewww.ipsnews.net
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In March 2009, the Human Rights Council createdeaw mandate of the UN Independent
Representative on Protection and Promotion of CalltRights. The mandate involves working
with States to foster multi-level measures, exangnivays of overcoming existing/emerging
obstacles, identifying gaps and undertaking stutbeslarify the content and scope of cultural
rights. On October 2, the Human Rights Council aped Ms. Farida Shaheed from Pakistan as
the Independent Expert on Protection and Promaifo@ultural Rights. Ms. Shaheed is known
for her outstanding work in the area of women’s hanrights in relation to culture, and
women’s groups widely welcome her appointment.

Sourcehttp://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=3240i&alestin&Crt
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In August, The UN Security Council adopted Resoluti882 for compliance and progress in
ending six grave violations against children duraogflict: the recruitment and use of children;
killing and maiming of children; rape and other\grasexual violence; abductions; attacks on
schools and hospitals; and denial of humanitar@ess to children. The Resolution calls upon
Member States to take decisive and immediate aetj@amnst persistent perpetrators and to bring
those responsible for violations prohibited undgpliable international law before national or
international justice systems. The Council alsauested enhanced communication between the
Working Group on Children and Armed Conflict witlhet relevant Council sanctions
committees.
In June, the UN Department of Peacekeeping Opesati®PKO) had adopted the Child
Protection Policy, adopted by which responds to c¢ak for greater mainstreaming of child
protection across the UN system by ensuring theemee of child protection advisers in the
field, training and advocacy, and a lead role feaqe operations in monitoring for resolution
1612.
Text of the Resolution:
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=316Z#&hild+soldiers&Crl
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The United Nations Security Council stepped up re$fander its women, peace and security
agenda by adopting two resolutions: 1888"(&Eeptember 2009) and 1889 ha¥ (Bctober
2009). UNSCR 1888 addresses the need to end seilahce against women in conflict-
affected countries. It strengthens the commitmemsle under UNSCR 1820 with reference to
prevention of sexual violence with the maintenantepeace and security. The resolution
provides for a platform for action, along with hitgvel leadership in the form of a Special
Representative of the Secretary-General on sexaknee in conflict, to ensure UN leadership
and coordination to respond to sexual violence.
UNSCR 1889 builds on UNSCR 1325. It focuses on ithplementation of 1325 in the
immediate post-conflict peace building period. Rart it calls attention to women’s exclusion
from peace building and the consequent lack ofrpization or adequate funding for responding
to women’s needs, including their safety and acdesservices. Notably, it gives space to
women and peace and security activists to prowdemmendations in building accountability
to women and their needs in conflict and post-eondituations.
Text of 1888 Resolution:
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2009/sc9753.dorc.h
Text of 1889 Resolution:
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2009/sc9759.doc.h
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The commencement of the Lubanga trial on 26 JanR@®@ marked the start of the first ever
trial before the International Criminal Court (IC@3$ a landmark event in the development of
international law. The trial of Mr. Thomas LubanQgilo, a Congolese national charged with
the war crimes of enlisting and conscripting cleldiunder the age of fifteen and using them to
participate in hostilities, finally commenced today the world’s permanent International
Criminal Court in The Hague, after numerous delaiigch lead to a stay of proceedings in June
2008. The trial date was the third attempt byl@€ judges to try Mr. Lubanga who has been in
ICC custody since March 2006. The Lubanga triabaharked another first’ in international
criminal proceedings. Ninety-three victims havestiiar been granted the right to participate in
the case, the first time at an international l¢kiat victims will be allowed an independent voice
in the courtroom.
Source: International Bar Association, Press Releas
http://www.ibanet.org/Article/Detail.aspx?Articleti#200A0A31-7B63-4CBA-95F2-
3C3BF08F26BD
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Developments in February-March 2009 indicate a grgvaffirmation of international criminal
justice system. The most remarkable and unprecedestép was the issuing of an arrest warrant
by the International Criminal Court against Sudarssident, Omar al- Bashir, on 4 March 2009
for crimes allegedly committed in Darfur. He thuscbmes the first sitting head of state to be
indicted. He narrowly escaped charges of genocuake has been accused of “intentionally
directing attacks against an important part of ¢nelian population of Darfur, murdering,
exterminating, raping, torturing and forcibly trésing large numbers of civilians and pillaging
their property”. A UN tribunal to investigate th@5 assassination of Lebanon’s former prime
minister, Rafiq al-Hariri, opened hearing during thst week of February 2009. Similarly, on 17
February, the long-awaited UN-backed trial of anfer Khmer Rouge leader in Cambodia
opened at a Phnom Penh court, 30 years after theenows regime fell. The accused was head
of a notorious prison camp and is accused of pregidver the murder and torture of at least
15,000 inmates. Another UN war crimes court hande@5-year jail sentence to a former
Rwandan priest, Emmanuel Rukundo, for his rolehm 1994 genocide on 27 February 2009.
The court said that Rukundo monitored local Tudsid was often accompanied by soldiers and
militiamen during the violence. "The accused wamfbto have abused his moral authority and
influence to promote the abduction and killing aitdi refugees,” the UN court said. "Rukundo’s
acts were clearly part of the genocide," said Jutlgeeph Asoka de Silva after the judgement
had been delivered. "When he committed these crilmesntended to completely or partially
destroy the Tutsi ethnic group.” The court alsovotted him of the attempted rape of a young
Tutsi woman.

Sourceshttp://www.hindu.com/2009/03/04/stories/20090304F800.htm
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/afrieaticle5847926.ece
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/em/-/1/hi/world/africa/B3B8.stn&
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/em/-/1/hi/world/asia-pa¢it893138.stm
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In the case Opuz v. Turkey , the European Coutlwrhan Rights held in June 2009 that by
failing to prevent a woman’s murder by her sonawnx| Turkey denied her “right to life”, thus for
the first time holding a state accountable forirfigilto prevent domestic violence. The case was
brought by the victim’s daughter, Nahide Opuz, wiad told police that her mother’s life was in
danger. Turkey was ordered to pay her $50,670 mad@s and legal expenses. The case
underlines the important responsibility on Governtigeto exercise ‘due diligence’ to protect
rights — in other words, Governments must not @wgid breaching human rights but also take
reasonable steps to prevent others from abusifgsrigo long as those steps are not too
burdensome — such as steps to protect people fonestic violence or to prevent perpetrators
from being violent.
Sourcehttp://www.impunitywatch.com/impunity _watch_europ@d9/06/by-nima-
nayebiimpunity-watch-reporter-europestrasbourgdeasin--its-first-ruling-against-a-country-
for-failing-to-p.html
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Earlier this year the UN tribunal on Cambodia begygal of leaders responsible for Khmer

Rouge atrocities in the 1970s in which thousandeevikdled. In June 2009, one of the few

survivors of the Khmer Rouge regime's notorious|IBleng detention centre, Van Nath testified
at the trial of the man who ran the prison, Comifadeh. About 15,000 people were detained at
Tuol Sleng in the late 1970s, but only seven aoaight to have survived. Van Nath owed his
survival to his skills as a painter. He was fortegroduce portraits of Khmer Rouge leaders.
Comrade Duch is accused of overseeing the tortudeextermination of prisoners at the jail.

Earlier in his trial, he has admitted responswpifir his role as governor of the jail, and begged
forgiveness from his victims. However, he alsastes! that he did not hold a senior role in the
regime, and that he had had little choice but tokwbere. Four other former Khmer Rouge

leaders are currently in detention at the coud, ame expected to face trial in 2010.

The Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir who had ipeéted over alleged atrocities in the
Darfur region in March 2009, has won support frdra African Union (AU). The AU leaders
have decided against cooperating with the Inteonati Criminal Court (ICC) because they see
the ICC as an attempt by the West to interfer&air taffairs. President Bashir has been indicted
on two counts of war crimes - intentionally directiattacks on civilians and pillage - as well as
five counts of crimes against humanity, includingrder, rape and torture, related to the conflict.
He however denies the allegations on the grouraisiile state has a responsibility to fight rebels.
Despite AU’s disapproval, the Prosecutors at theriational Criminal Court (ICC) have
appealed against the judges' decision not to irglictan’'s president for genocide. The judges in
March said there was insufficient evidence to supihe@ three charges of genocide in Darfur.

The U.N. backed Speci@lourt for Sierra Leone continued to hear testim®against the former
Liberian President Charles Taylor at The Hague. h4s been charged for arming and
commanding rebel forces in Sierra Leone to incréasenfluence in the diamond mining region.
Taylor, the first African head of state to be triegl an international court, is charged with 11
counts of murder, torture, rape, sexual slavery asidg child soldiers. His indictment holds
him accountable for the rebels’ barbaric methodsthey pillaged, killed, raped, used drug-
crazed children as soldiers and hacked off limbss er noses to subdue civilians. As many as
2,00,000 people died in the decade of fighting, @aglor's war strategies are said to have
affected many more in Liberia, but only crimes ier& Leone between 1996 and 2002 are
within the mandate of the court. Witnesses hav@ $tories of mind-boggling violence, even
cannibalism. In July 2009, Charles Taylor testifia his own defense and pleaded not guilty,
saying that the allegations against him are baseddasinformation, misinformation, lies,
rumours.”

Source: On Khmer Rougenttp://news.bbc.co.uk/go/em/-/1/hi/world/asia-pméd123541.stm

On Sudanese Presidentitp://news.bbc.co.uk/go/em/-/1/hi/world/africa/8825.stm&
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/em/-/1/hi/world/africa/8554.stm On the Sierra Leone trial -
http://www.hindu.com/2009/07/14/stories/200907 1483%D0.htm&
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2009/jul/14/libetiaylor-war-crimes-defence
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After two years, the sacked Chief Justice of Pakistftikhar Choudhary was reinstated by the
Zardari government in the wake of massive protégstsughout the country, including the Long
March call of ‘Islamabad Chalo’ by eminent Pakistaolitical leader Nawaz Sharif, who defied
house arrest. The former President, General PeMagharraf, had suspended Justice
Choudhary when he was deciding whether the militakyr could legally hold office. The delay
in his reinstatement after the democratic governmsesumed power in Pakistan is attributed to
the fact that Justice Choudhary is likely to holgudicial review of the controversial amnesty
that Musharraf granted Zardari, protecting him frpossible corruption charges.
Sourcenttp://www.cbc.ca/world/story/2009/03/22/pakistdraadhry.html
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In February 2009, the Pakistan government signgelagae deal with a militant Taliban group in
the North West Frontier Province. The Taliban igsumcy in that area since 2007 has resulted in
the destruction of many schools and educationdltutiens, mostly meant for girls. On 15
February 2009, the Chief Minister of North West rirer Province Ameer Hussain Hoti
announced a bill had been signed that would imphraenew "order of justice” in the Malakand
division, which includes Swat. The bill will createseparate system of justice for the whole
region. Sharia law has been in force in Malakam#esil994 but appeal cases are heard in the
Peshawar High Court, which operates under the codle. As a result of the deal, there will be
alterations to the appeals process - a point ofecion often cited by the militants for their
continued insurgency. The agreement will bind thevimcial government to implement Sharia
law in the Malakand division, which comprises Swatl its adjoining areas. More than 1,000
civiians have died in shelling by the army or frdmeheadings sanctioned by the Taliban.
Thousands more have been displaced. The Talibancootvol the entire countryside of Swat,
limiting army control to parts of the valley's ctghi Mingora.
Sourcenttp://news.bbc.co.uk/go/em/-/1/hi/world/south A&881955.stm
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On 20 May 2009, Nepal's Supreme Court ordered thgaNgovernment to enact a
comprehensive abortion law to guarantee that wamaee access to safe and affordable abortion
services. Since 2002, Nepalese law has permibtedian under most circumstances, but
multiple barriers—including the government’s faduo implement its own policy, prohibitive
costs, and inadequate availability of abortion ptekss—have prevented women from accessing
safe abortion services. Under the court ruling,gbeernment must set up a fund to cover the
cost of abortion for poor and rural women; and stvanough resources to meet the demand for




abortion services and to educate the public anthhservice providers of the existing abortion
law. Sourcehttp://reproductiverights.org/en/press-room/couders-nepal-to-improve-
women%E2%80%99s-access-to-abortion
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On May 14, 2009 the High Court of Bangladesh defiaad set out guidelines against sexual
harassment at the workplace for the first timee Tourt's decision defined sexual harassment to
include both physical and verbal abuses and estaaliguidelines to prevent sexual harassment
in the workplace and in educational institutionghe guidelines in the ruling will serve as law
until parliament implements permanent laws on skkasassment. A HC bench set out the
guidelines, directive and ruling in its verdict upa writ petition filed as public interest litigati
by Bangladesh National Woman Lawyers AssociatioN\{B.A). In the first case to apply the
High Court's ruling, four female students at Jalvaagar University successfully used the
guidelines to reverse the University's decisiorexpel the students after they complained of
sexual harassment by a teacher. The High Courtuststd the University to open a fresh
investigation of the students' allegations.
Sourcehttp://www.stopvaw.org/Bangladesh_Landmark Rulingm# to_Prevent_Sexual Hara
ssment_in_the_ Workplace.html
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Afghanistan's government has revised a law thatesdtian international outcry because it
essentially legalized marital rape and various wosgroups had taken to the streets in protest.
The new version no longer requires a woman sulorsek with her husband. Two of the most
controversial articles have been changed. An artitht previously required a wife to submit to
regular sex now requires her only to perform whatdwusehold chores the couple agreed to
when they married. The revised version makes regit to regulate sexual relations between
husband and wife. A section that required a waf@sk her husband's permission to leave the
house has also been deleted. In its place, arleagiates that a woman is the “owner of her
property and can use her property without the pssiom of her husband.” However, these
changes still require parliamentary approval.
Sourcenttp://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20090709/ap_on_re_adf@#san_marriage_law

$ 7/ =
Following women's groups persistent demands tqgtia contentious law that decriminalised
"honour" killings in Syria, the President replackd law with a new one by a Presidential decree.
This new law has replaced the existing maximumese& of one year in jail with a minimum
jail term of two years. It says that a man calhlstinefit from extenuating circumstances in
crimes of passion or honour "provided he servessampterm of no less than two years in the
case of killing". The legislation covers any mamoa'unintentionally” kills his wife, sister,
daughter or mother after catching her committingltedy or having unlawful sex. It also covers
cases where the woman's lover is killed. Womeglgs activists have given a cautious
welcome to the change because the new law stitlesvnen to murder women if they catch
them having sex or suspect them of doing so.
Source:http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/8130639.stm
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The Pakistan Supreme Court has ordered that tratit®ge being equal citizens of Pakistan,
should also benefit from the federal and proving@lernments’ financial support schemes such
as the Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP)hrée-member bench ruled that ‘They are
citizens of Pakistan and enjoy the same protecgoaranteed under Article four (rights of
individuals to be dealt with in accordance of laamd Article nine (security of person) of the
Constitution.” The bench had taken up the petifitad by Islamic jurist Dr Mohammad Aslam
Khaki, who researched on the conditions of the swastites seeking establishment of a
commission to emancipate effeminate men ostradigetthe society for no fault of theirs. The
transvestites are one of the most oppressed antve@segment of the society and subjected to
humiliation and molestation left by the societyit@ by begging, dancing and prostitution.
Sourcehttp://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-
library/dawn/news/pakistan/metropolitan/14-sc-osdequal-benefits-for-transvestites-zj-02

++ - =
President of Phillpines signed into law Republict 210 (the Magna Carta of Women) that
seeks to eliminate discrimination against women régognising, protecting, fulfilling and
promoting the rights of Philippino women in all gpbs of society. The Magna Carta of Women
contains provisions which promote women’s rightgluding the right to non-discrimination.
The law defines discrimination against women asy“gander-based distinction, exclusion or
restriction which has the effect or purpose of iimipg or nullifying the recognition, enjoyment
or exercise by women, irrespective of their margtltus, on a basis of equality of men and
women, of human rights and fundamental freedomtheénpolitical, economic, social, cultural,
civil or any other field.” The law aims at subsiaat equality between men and women as
alongwith equal opportunities it also ensure wonmave equal access to resources and to
positive outcomes of development initiatives. Thet,Asignificantly, states that the rights of
women would be drawn from international treatigged by Philippines. It covers equal rights
in all matters relating to marriage and family tielas, including the right to choose the number
and spacing of their children; as well as equatitthe sphere of public life, work and citizenship.
However, the rights stipulated under it remain cagent on the provisioning of State policies.
Direct Link to the Magna Cartattp://www.congress.gov.ph/download/billtext 14/0d273.pdf
Sourcehttp://newsinfo.inquirer.net/breakingnews/natioaiwi20090814-220278/Arroyo-signs-
Magna-Carta-for-women
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Responding to a writ petition, the Bangladesh H@burt has issued a Rule Nisi on the
Government and the Inspector General of Police. ddwet stated that the writ petition filed

jointly by the Bangladesh Legal Aid and Serviceasti(BLAST), Bangladesh Mahila Parishad,
Ain-o-Salish Kendra (ASK), BRAC and Nijera Kori lught to its notice that a section of people
across the country have been imposing punishmegnitedting and lashing during the course of
rural ‘shalish’, often in the presence of or wikte tactive participation of Members or Chairmen
of Union Parishads and the imposition of such pgumients not being permitted by the
Constitution nor by any law. The petitioners chadjed the failure of the Government to prevent
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the imposition of such extra-judicial penalties,toprovide information to the public that such
penalties are wholly without lawful authority. Thegught urgent preventive measures as well as
information to be issued to the public and to coned bodies regarding their duties to prevent
such incidents.

Sourcehttp://news.bbc.co.uk:80/2/hi/africa/8223736.stm
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The President of Afghanistan, Hamid Karzai passeda@ that severely limits the rights of
women by reinforcing gender roles. The law allowsaSmen to deny their wives food and
sustenance if they refuse to obey their husbaerasiat demands and gives the police a free hand
to use any means to ensure that married womenrpetfeeir sexual duties. The legislation also
grants guardianship of children exclusively to thathers and grandfathers, and requires women
to get permission from their husbands to work.nstalaw experts and human rights activists
say that although the language of the original k@& been changed due to international pressure,
many of the provisions are still repressive, foample the law calls for fulfillment of sexual
duties by women in the name of granting men tt&ariat rights’.
Sourcenhttp://www.abcnews.go.com/International/Story?id28366&page=1
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The President of Mali refused to give his asserthéoWomen Rights Bill and returned it to the
Parliament for consideration for ‘the sake of nadilounity’. Muslim groups have been protesting
against the law, as it gives greater rights to wonter example, the proposed law does not
require women to obey their husbands, insteadfiheé® marriage as a secular institution where
husbands and wives owe each other loyalty and grote The law provides women with
inheritance rights, stipulates 18 years as themum age for girls to marry. The passing of the
bill by the Parliament led to angry protests by Musgroups that considered the law against
Islam. This was cited as the reason by the Presidersending the bill back to the Parliament
for review. Women'’s groups have been greatly disagpd as they had been pushing the bill for
the past ten years.

Sourcehttp://news.bbc.co.uk:80/2/hi/africa/8223736.stm
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Solomon Islands Parliament has changed four legatipes in its Evidence Act 2009 making it
gender sensitive. The changes also remove obstaxlegccessfully prosecuting offenders in
sexual assault cases. The Act removed the corrdworaule which required evidence to
corroborate women’s testimony of sexual assaulis Thas based on the belief that women
almost always lie about sexual matters. Secondéy/Act also prevents courts from inferring that
a woman who delayed reporting sexual assault woeltying. Thirdly, the Act requires judicial
permission before the women could be questionethein past sexual history. Finally, in order
to protect the victim and witnesses, the Act pesrttiem to testify using modern technology.
Sourcenttp://apww.isiswomen.org/list/archive/msg00681.htm
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Bahrain has passed a family law protecting thetsigff women within the family. The law
requires the consent of the woman to enter a nggyrieegardless of her age, and forbids her
family from preventing her marriage without a legitimatagson. The law also gives women the
right to prohibit their husbands from taking addliial wives. Witnesses are no longer required to
prove harm in divorce matters.
Source:bahwu@batelco.com.bh
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Aceh’s regional legislature has unanimously passddw that makes adultery punishable by
stoning to death and imposes severe sentencespgey mhomosexuality, alcohol consumption and
gambling. The act calls for death by stoning foulsety committed by married heterosexual
people, eight and a half years in prison and 1@bdsa of the cane for premarital sex or
homosexuality, 400 lashings for child rape, andl@hings for gambling. The act covers any
sexual activity outside marriage, including sexaetfivity between unmarried people, male to
male sexual activity, and female to female sexugt/idy. The law does not give any scope for
debate; even the assent of the Governor is a fagmal
Sourcenttp://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/8254631.stm
http://www.iwpr.net/EN-btm-b-356650
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The Constitutional Court of Kuwait has issued alfaark ruling annulling an article in the 1962
passports law that banned Kuwaiti women from olntgitheir own passports without the prior
approval of their husbands. The ruling was in raespoto a Kuwaiti woman who sued her
husband as he refused to give her passport and tiiabeir three children. The constitutional
court also said that husbands cannot preventhegs from travelling without a court order and
only when they prove that their travel undermiresinterest of both parties.
Sourcenttp://www.gulfinthemedia.com/index.php?id=49210%%s_type=Top&lang=en

Beyond Asia
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On 3 February 2009, a woman diagnosed with HI\dfidecomplaint against Chile before the
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, an maéonal human rights body, charging
that the government failed to protect her from beforcibly sterilized at a state hospital
immediately after she gave birth. In a petitiobrsitted by the Center for Reproductive Rights
and Chilean-based HIV/AIDS service organizatitimo Positivo on her behalf, the 27-year-old
Chilean woman argues that the hospital staff becatiter HIV status, without even discussing
it, let alone seeking her consent. Notably, neithe Ministry of Health nor the Chilean Courts
found that the facts of this case amounted to &twam of her human rights, demonstrating
apathy towards discrimination that people livinghwHIV/AIDS continue to suffer. In the
complaint, the Center andivo Positivo have argued that the Chilean government has enblat
her right to be free from discrimination, as wedlteer right to decide the numpe[ and spacing of




her children, the right to be free from violencadahe right to have access to justice. These
rights are guaranteed under the American Convemtiohluman Rights and the Inter-American
Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Easidit of Violence against Women.
SourceVivo Positivo Press Release datedbruary 3, 2009
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The "global gag rule,” which cut off U.S. aid faryaorganization that fostered, provided or even
advised women about abortion, has been revoketidopéw Barak Obama administration. By
rescinding the Global Gag Rule, President Obamashasd up for reproductive rights, for
individual dignity and autonomy, and for the simpi®position that women's health should be
the central concern of women's health policy. therlast eight years, and for almost a decade
during the Reagan and George H.W. Bush administrsitithe Global Gag Rule withheld critical
funds from organizations abroad which, using sepdtands provided legal, voluntary abortions,
counseled women about abortion, or engaged in adydior abortion rights. The imposition of
this ideologically motivated rule reduced accessb&sic reproductive health services and
information, and undermined women's health arotedatorld.
SourceThe Huffington Post
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The Church of England has published a draft legisiathat could allow the ordination of
women bishops. The proposed measures are schedulga up for debate by the church's
General Synod governing body in February. The i&agl Church is divided between
conservatives who argue that allowing gay and womsmops goes against Bible teachings, and
liberals who want a more inclusive communion. Undbe draft legislation, male
"complementary bishops" would be nominated to nmigo those parishes objecting to women
bishops. However, the legislation process wouldamthat there is unlikely to be a female
bishop installed before 2014, even if the propasdinally accepted. Liberal and conservative
Anglicans have been at odds since the US Episd@paich consecrated an openly gay priest,
Gene Robinson, as Bishop of New Hampshire in 2@88, Barbara Harris as the US church's
first female bishop in 1989. Moreover, The Vatideas warned that any decision to allow the
ordination of women bishops could harm reconciatbetween Anglicans and Roman Catholics
too.
Source: Yahoo News
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20081229/If afp/briteligionanglicanwomen
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Italy's government issued a decree in February 20@8ack down on sexual violence and illegal

immigration after a spate of rapes blamed on fomig. The decree sets a mandatory life
sentence for the rape of minors or attacks whesevittim is killed. This decree was prompted

by three incidents of rape within the span of 2aysdin mid February. In all these cases, the
accused are men from North Africa, Tunisia and &ast
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Europe. The decree went into effect immediatelygioit needs to be passed by the Parliament
within two months. It speeds up trials for sex offers caught in the act, takes away the
possibility of house arrest, and gives free legaistance to victims. It also sets rules for citize
street patrols, in which officials said retired ipeland soldiers would play a major role. Critics
say the measures could effectively legitimise waigiism and xenophobia. The Vatican has
warned against anything that turns innocent fommigninto convenient scapegoats. The
government, on the other hand, has pointed toiaffstatistics saying immigrants committed as
many as 35% of crimes in Italy in 2007. The badklagainst immigrants has had the most
pronounced effect on Romanians who constitute dhgebkt immigrant community in Italy and
on the members of a gypsy community of Romas (ntdrwhom are from Romania, but some
Roma people belong to other Balkan countries).
Sourcehttp://news.bbc.co.uk/go/em/-/1/hi/world/europe/Z907.stm
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In a landmark decision, the Swedish Parliamentgmhssbill amending the Swedish Marriage
Code, making it gender neutral. The amended lagislavas passed by an overwhelming
majority, 261 votes in favour, 22 against, 16 amsbeas and 50 MPs absent. The new gender
neutral Marriage Code entered into force &riMiay, 2009.
Sourcehttp://www.sweden.se/eng/Home/Work-live/EqualitydisdaGender-neutral-marriage-
and-marriage-ceremonies/
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The state Supreme Court in California upheld thegBsition 8 which was passed by 52 percent

majority by the voters in California in November(80 The Proposition outlawed same sex
marriages by recognizing a marriage valid only whteis between a man and a woman. The
voters who are said to be affiliated with Christ@mservative groups raised nearly $40 million
for the campaign which has been recorded as tHeesigever for a ballot measure on a social
issue. The ruling, the court's third major decisionsame-sex marriage in five years, may be the
last word from the state's legal system on theeisBut the matter is far from settled in the
political arena. Gay-rights advocates, anticipating decision, have discussed putting another
constitutional amendment on the ballot in 2010 612 to try to repeal Proposition 8.
Sourcehttp://www.sfgate.com/cgi-

bin/article.cqi?f=/c/a/2009/05/26/BAEO017PTAD.DTL &s1http://www.mercurynews.com/ci_1
2451435?source=most_viewed
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In June 2009, a law was passed in the Egyptianafaht allocating 64 seats for women in the
People's Assembly for two sessions. The law hasedoto existence after continued lobbying
efforts by women’s groups since 1995. However, @ois groups are concerned about the law's
application for only two parliamentary sessionscéwling to them, this fixed limit contradicts
the aim of this quota, which is to be a tool foraeping the attitudes of society. Two
parliamentary sessions is not enough time to chémgattitudes of a generation, and thus they
are demanding that it should be extended to forligpaentary sessions.
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Sourcenhttp://www.awid.org/eng/lssues-and-Analysis/Issard-Analysis/Eqypt-Women-on-
Road-to-Parliamer& Egyptian Centre for Women’s Rights (ECWR) Presdeldase dated 18
June 2009
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In the case Hubley and Guenther v. Dell, 08-804heU.S. District Court, Western District of
Texas (Austin), Dell Inc. (the second-largest madepersonal computers) agreed to settle the
suit by paying $9.1 million. The Court alloweddhsettlement on 24 July 2009. The lawsuit
was filed by two former female employees who altegeat the firm “systematically denied
equal employment opportunities to its female em@ésy in compensation and promotions, in
training, in assignments of positions outside th&.lhAnd in programs designed to accelerate
advancement. Dell has also agreed to hire an epsgchologist to review its employment
practices and a labor economist who may recommagdgjustments for female employees in
some positions.
Sourcenttp://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601103&aitD.RbF.pjY
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The public committee of the Nigerian National Asggms discussing a new bill to outlaw same
sex marriage. Gay sex is already criminalized tharal is in fact punishable with the death
sentence in the Shariat ruled Islamic North. Thesy Move seeks to criminalize cohabitation,
and is also detrimental for human rights defenddr&GBTIs. The bill's sponsor, House of
Representatives member Mayor Eze, said the billweagssary to protect the family. The new
law would mean prison sentences for gay people Wkoctogether, and anyone who "aids and
abets" them, thus gay people need not necessailyabght “in the act”. Under the new law
anyone who has "entered into a same gender mar@geact” would be liable to be jailed for
three years, and defines a same sex marriage apeamje living together. Anyone who
"witnesses, abet and aids the solemnization" @naesgender marriage would face five years in
prison, or a fine — i.e. harsher punishment thaanewe gay people themselves. Church groups
are in favour of the bill, saying that gay marriaggked "tearing the fabric of society". Gay
rights activists in Nigeria have launched a prot@gainst this proposed law and have also
appealed to the National Assembly to not passhié law would make it easier for the police to
arrest suspects, and criminalise anyone working hhuman rights organisation that dealt with
gay rights.
Sourcenhttp://news.bbc.co.uk/go/em/-/1/hi/world/africa/7980.stm
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The Court in Myanmar found Aung San Suu Kyi gudfyiolating the terms of the house arrest
under which she has already been held for 14 oiagte€20 years and sentenced her to three years
of hard labour, but her sentence was commuted nevaterm under house arrest of upto 18
months. Her latest six-year term of house arreptred in mid-May and thus the trial has been
has been condemned as a strategy to keep herentidetto prevent her from contesting in the
parliamentary election scheduled in Myanmar fortngsar. She was put on trial after an
American intruder stayed at her house in May.
Sourcenhttp://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/12/world/asia/12miyear.html
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The Chinese Ministry of Health has proposed newdglines covering sex change operations to
ensure that all those who want surgery meet certgjnirements. Those who apply for a sex
change must be single, over 20 and have wantedutgery for at least five years. The new
rules aim to improve the oversight of sex changeratons in China and ensure their safety.
Those who want surgery must have openly lived aoked as a member of the opposite gender
for at least two years. Moreover, they must hageived psychological counselling for at least
a year and have told their families about theirhwss China's public security bureau must also
agree to change the person's sex on their idesttifyuments.
Sourcenttp://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/8104561.stm
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Bangladesh has appointed Hosne Ara Begum as stenoman chief of a police division. She
started her career with the Bangladesh police i&118nd has worked in many regions of
Bangladesh, in different police jurisdictions argpdrtments, including the Intelligence Branch
of the Bangladesh police. Women first entereddentry’s police force in 1974. Then there
were only 14, now there are 1,937, and among th&B8il1police constables.
Sourcehttp://www.asianews.it/index.php?l=en&art=15319&stA
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Widows in Nepal are protesting against a decisiprihie Nepalese government to offer a cash
incentive to men for marrying them. The incentivas announced in the government's annual
budget earlier this week - it is a lump sum of BO,0epali rupees. Nepal has a large number of
widows because of the bloody conflict there in rtgeears as well as the high rates of HIV and
other diseases found in the country. Women’s gsdwgve challenged the government’'s move
to “empower widows through remarriage”. They arsteéad urging the government to provide
social security payments, health care and eductditimse women.
Sourcehttp://news.bbc.co.uk:80/2/hi/south_asia/8153188.st
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In an end-of-year speech to senior Vatican stafhePBenedict XVI said that mankind needed to
be saved from a destructive blurring of gender.wéened that blurring distinctions between
male and female could lead to the "self-destruttminthe human race. The Catholic Church
opposes gay marriage. The Vatican had earliertbaidthe proposed United Nations resolution
decriminalizing homosexuality went too far. "Unjulscrimination" against gay people should
be avoided, but the use of wording such as “seatahtation” and “gender identity” in the text
would “create serious uncertainty | the law”, itcsd_esbian Gay Bisexual Transsexual (LGBT)
activists and groups world wide strongly condemsadh regressive comments made by the
Pope and PLD expresses its solidarity with pratgstioices.
Source: BBC Newsttp://news.bbc.co.uk/go/em/-/1/hi/world/europe/7289.stm
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Iceland has announced a new government that witidagled by the modern world's first openly
gay leader. Ms. Johanna Sigurdardottir was namedngw prime minister by the country's
coalition political parties. Ms. Sigurdardottir,famer social affairs minister, is the member of
the Social Demaocratic Alliance. The 66-year-olgip@ntment as interim leader - until elections
in May — can be seen as a milestone for the gaylesidan movement. Ms. Sigurdardottir has
never hidden her sexuality and married her companionina Ledsdottir in 2002. Ms
Sigurdardottir, one of Iceland's most popular pméns, was first elected to Iceland’s parliament
in 1978 and was given her first ministerial officgocial affairs - in 1987.

Source: BBC Newsttp://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/7863923.stm
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The Spanish government announced a new plan on ec&riber 2008 to combat human
trafficking, which includes a measure for the immaéel seizure of the assets of anyone convicted
of involvement in such activities, in particulanpse who force foreign women into prostitution.
The Integral Plan to Combat Human Trafficking floe Purposes of Sexual Exploitation includes
61 measures aimed at raising social awarenessrgsidmenting a zero tolerance policy against
human trafficking-related crimes. It also seeksaitkle the causes of these crimes with active
cooperation policies involving the countries ofgimj transit and destination, and with the
participation of NGOs. The full implementation thfe resolution adopted by the Council of
Ministers requires legislative reforms and amendsémthe criminal code, which means it, will
take several months to be in effect. The plan,cliias Congressional backing, includes the
seizure of all assets and goods owned by pimpsagexs or owners of any facilities where
sexual exploitation activities are detected.
Source: Inter Press Service News Agency
http://ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=45094
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On the basis of a three year long global study,ltibernational Commission of Jurists (ICJ, a
Geneva-based International NGO) has said that nséamgs have used the public's fear of
terrorism to introduce measures, which are oftiegal and counter-productive. Such measures
include detention without trial, illegal disappeaca and torture. It also said that the UK and the
US have "actively undermined" international lawthgir actions. The study has observed that
the legal systems put in place after World War érev"well-equipped to handle current terror
threats". It said countries should use civiliagalesystems to try suspects and "not resort to ad-
hoc tribunals or military courts to try terror sesfs”. The report's authors expressed concern at
the lack of adequate safeguards in the use of @loonders, the weakness of diplomatic
assurances in relation to deportations and "exeestention without charge”. The ICJ report
recommended an urgent review of counter-terroriamsland policies to prevent serious and
permanent damage to fundamental human rights ptesxi Some of the world's top
international law experts served on the ICJ paneluding Mary Robinson, former president of
Ireland and former United Nations Human Rights Cassioner, and Arthur Chaskelson, former
President of the Constitutional Court of South édi
Sourcenttp://news.bbc.co.uk/go/em/-/1/hi/world/789238m st
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King Abdullah appointed Noor al-Fayez as Princes&lés deputy for girls’ education — the first
time a woman has been appointed to the council iofsters. This appointment is part of a
larger reform project launched by the Saudi Kimg.a bid to reform the religious establishment,
Saudi King Abdullah on 14 February 2009 dismisdesl head of the feared religious police
(formally known as the Commission for the PromotadrVirtue and Prevention of Vice) and a
hard-line cleric who issued an edict last yearrsgyi was permissible to kill owners of satellite
TV stations that show “immoral” content. Howeveome view the appointment of a woman as
a deputy ministry as mere tokenism as the officthefdeputy is a weak and subordinate to that
of the Minister. Real according to this view wouldd symbolized by appointing a woman as a
Minister.

Sourcehttp://www.hindu.com/2009/02/15/stories/2009021380800.htm
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First time in the history of Kuwait, four women weelected to the Parliament. Kuwaiti women
were first given the right to vote and run for offiin 2005 but failed to win any seats in the 2006
and 2008 elections. There were 16 women amongltbe&ndidates for the 50-seat assembly in
the 2009 election. Many hailed it as a victoryiamen and for Kuwaiti democracy.

Sourcehttp://www.qulfinthemedia.com/index.php?id=47017 &ws type=Top=en

& $ # =/
%/

In a move to control trafficking and illegal migiat into Netherlands, its Cabinet has passed a
draft legislation that prosecutes both illegal pitates and their customers. In a similar case,




Iceland imposed a ban on prostitution and strippangrevent trafficking. These developments
seek to penalize the already affected victim offitling and are inconsistent with the
OHCHR’s Recommended Principles and Guidelines amfiein Rights and Human Trafficking”.
Human rights standards assert that responses fiiwkirsg must protect human rights of the
victim and not further penalize her by using lavdkanmder approach to trafficking. The OHCHR
Recommended Principles and Guidelines on ‘Humamt®Rignd Human Trafficking’ appeals to
the governmentst6 re-think restrictions on legal migration, legal protection under national and
international labour law regardless of legality of status, and removal of gender bias in law that
makes the immigration status of women contingent on their being ‘dependent spouses’.”
Sourcehttp://www.nisnews.nl/public/280409 2.htm
http://icelandreview.com/icelandreview/daily nevesi? id=16539&ew 0 _a_id=321477
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The Senate rejected the plan of shutting down than@namo Bay prison camp with a 90-6
voting when the White House could not satisfacggoilesent a plan as to the transfer of the 240
detainees. One of the first decisions taken byiékeas Obama was to shut down the detention
camp by January 2010. However, the officials haaid ghe plan will ultimately rely on some
combination of sending some prisoners overseaefease, transferring others to the custody of
foreign governments, and moving the rest to faediin the United States, either for military or
civilian trials, or in some cases, perhaps, to b#l lwithout charges. But the prospect that
detainees might be moved to American soil hasmtmstrong opposition in Congress.

Guantanamo Bay Prison has been the subject of nmbemational discussion because of the
human rights violations in the prison camp. Thraughthe world, human rights institutions have
been demanding closing down of the prison camp. Arisn which has many cases pending
against it for human rights violations, receiveddeos from the Bush administration to

indefinitely detain any non-citizen who was belidwe have been suspected to be involved in
international terrorism.

Source:http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/806CG3H0.
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On 9 December 2009 on the DAnniversary of the French Law for Separation ofufthes
and State, many non governmental organizationsirdigiduals from across the world have
signed a common public statement against the rbfermamentalist politics and the need to
counter it internationally. The signatories propdke formation of International Bureau for
Laicite that would facilitate, network and suppstriuggles for secularism.

This charter highlights the bogey of clash of ¢hations, the role of public policies leading to

greater inequality, and the impact of religiousdamentalisms and right wing identity politics in

dividing people locally, nationally and internataly. It condemns the retreat of the state from
the social domain leaving the terrain to manipaolatby religious-political outfits, and condemns
as well, the left groups who have allied with fumdantalists to fight imperialism.

The full text of the charter is available for pubkonsultation and is open for signatures at:
http://www.laicity.info/bli
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The African Union has adopted a new treaty for pinetection of people who are internally
displaced in Africa due to conflict and naturaladiters. The Convention besides protecting the
IDPs, aims to promote regional and national measuoe prevent, mitigate, prohibit and
eliminate the root causes of internal displacenagit provide for durable solutions. The text of
the Convention evolved through dialogue among au@mf Experts and the Foreign Ministers
of AU member states over the last three years.

Welcoming the Convention, the UN High Commissioder Human Right, Navi Pillay
acknowledged that unlike the refugees, the IDPsehlagen excluded from the system of
international legal protection “even though theg aften displaced in exactly the same way, and
for exactly the same reasons, as refugees.”
Sourcenttp://www.fidh.org/The-African-Union-IDPs-Conveati-a-unique
http://www.unhchr.ch/huricane/huricane.nsf/view@F8483549450BEFC12576570056B62B?
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New Laws/Amendments
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On July 21, the Parliament passed ‘The Right ofdZén to Free and Compulsory Education
Bill, 2009,” which envisages free and compulsoryeation to children in the age-group of 6-14.
The Act ensures every child, the right to educatsord the obligation of the government to
impart it. The Act gives each child the right tedr compulsory and quality education by
gualified teachers to be appointed by an acadeomumttee. The Act proposes to ban capitation
fees, admission interviews and private tuition.dJjhte elementary level, education would be
provided in the mother tongue of the child. It dised responsibility on schools to reserve at
least 25% of their seats for children from the waadnd disadvantaged sections. The act is a
significant step towards fulfillment of disabilitights in India as disabled children have for the
first time been included within the category of tiweaker and disadvantaged sections’. Further
the act makes it mandatory for all states to irgegthe differently abled into the school systems.
Source:
http://www.thehindu.com/2009/08/05/stories/2009G®HE0100.htmhttp://ibnlive.in.com/news/
education-bill-to-benefit-disabled-children-saylsadi98575-3.html
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On 17 December 2008, the historic Unorganized Wsitk&ocial Security Bill, 2008 was passed,
that seeks to provide the benefit of health, life aisability insurance, old-age pension and the
group accident scheme for unorganized sector werkesluding farm workers and migrant
labourers. It is noteworthy that it has taken $tate 60 years to enact social security rights to
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the most vulnerable section of workers, finallyfiflihg the promise of the Directive Principles
of State Policy. Another recent legislation, thetiinal Rural Employment Guarantee Act, 2005,
also seeks to do so.

Source: The Hindu, 18 December 2008.
http://www.thehindu.com/2008/12/18/stories/2008123831100.htm

+

The Gram Nyayalaya Bill 2008, which aims at promglinexpensive justice to people in rural
areas on their doorstep, was passed unanimoudlyeirRajya Sabha on 17 December 2008.
These ‘village courts’ will have first class juditimagistrates calleldyaya Adhikaris dispensing
justice. The full cost on capital account would lmne by the Central government. These
courts will sit at the district headquarters andatuks. They will go in a bus or jeep to the
village, work there and dispose of the cases. Tst af litigation would be borne by the state
and not by the litigant. However, tribal areasénawt been brought into the purview of this bill.
SourceThe Hindu, 18 December 2008.
http://www.thehindu.com/2008/12/18/stories/2008132331100.htm
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In the wake of the Mumbai terror attacks, the Rarent in December passed two new
legislations namely the National Investigative AgenBill and The Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Amendment Bill which received Prestt#rassent on 30 December 2008. These
anti-terror laws have sought to broaden the dé&dimiof terror acts to cover violence related to
militancy, insurgency and Left-wing extremism. TREA Act has concurrent jurisdiction which
empowers the central government to decide whattitotes terror and investigate such attacks
in any part of the country covering offences inahgdchallenge to country's sovereignty and
integrity, bomb blasts, hijacking of aircraft andipgs and attacks on nuclear installations. The
measures also provide for constitution of speaalrts to try offences under the NIA Act and to
provide for summary trial. The Unlawful Activitig®revention) Amendment Act defines what
constitutes terror acts intended to threaten tliy and sovereignty and to cause terror in people
by using bombs, dynamites or other explosive sulost or lethal weapons or poisonous gases
or chemicals including biological, radio-active amdiclear. Under the UAPA Act, preventive
detention of an accused can extend up to 180 destead of 90 days as at present and no
accused can be given bail without the prosecutengoheard. Further bail can also be denied if
the court feels that the charges against the adarseprima facie true. “Foreign nationals” who
have entered the country illegally and accused withite law, shall be denied bail.

Speaking at a conference on terrorism, rule of da human rights, the Chief Justice of India
K.G. Balakrishnan had said on 13 December 2008"thugstionable methods such as permitting
indefinite detention of terror suspects, the useoafcive interrogation techniques and the denial
of the right to fair trial” cannot be a substituta a “considered response to the growth of
terrorism”. Justice Balakrishnan had also said tgprehension and interrogation of terror
suspects must be done professionally with adequédteial scrutiny. “This is required because




in recent counter-terrorist operations there hagenbseveral reports of arbitrary arrests of
individuals belonging to certain communities ane toncoction of evidence.”

Source: Rediff News Rttp://www.rediff.com/news/2008/dec/31mumterror-govment-
appoints-internal-security-advisor.htrifthe Hindu, 16 December 2008 -
http://www.hinduonnet.com/thehindu/holnus/000200B31946.htm& The Hindu, 14

December 2008 Attp://www.hindu.com/2008/12/14/stories/200812145H880.htm
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The Criminal Procedure Code (Amendment) Bill, 2@@8ich received presidential assent in
January 2009, has severe implications for some itapbprotections available for women. The
amendment restrains the police from arresting agoerffor criminal offences for which the
maximum sentence is up to seven-year imprisonmdite police can simply issue a “notice of
appearance” to the accused instead of putting thedtimd bars. The person can be arrested only
if he/she does not appear before the police inoespto the notice. Most importantly, once the
amended law comes into force, Section 498A of I@@vfy harassment) will become a toothless
penal provision as it has a maximum punishmenhie years. Similarly other offences, many
of which are used for gender specific crimes arntheit a sentence of seven years or less,
including voluntarily causing grievous hurt, oufiregy a woman's modesty, attempt to commit
culpable homicide, kidnapping, cheating and deatlnsed by negligence, are impacted.
Implementation of some of the provisions of the téeton of Women against Domestic
Violence Act will also come under cloud. This amerent to the CrPC has come against the
backdrop of a virulent public backlash on the ‘rsesuof laws that are perceived as ‘favourable’
to women. In light of the gross under-reportingnies against women, and the abysmally low
conviction rates, the ‘arrest’ of the accused fwlltg a criminal complaint serves very often as a
deterrent. Its dilution therefore, is a cause afaawn to women'’s rights advocates. It is ironic,
that on the one hand the State is whittling downtfal protections afforded to the accused in
criminal justice in relation to internal securityatters, and on the other hand, it is diluting the
force of criminal law in relation to crimes agaimgimen.
Source: The Times of India, 19 January 2009
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/India/Amendmently_make_dowry law_toothless/articlesh
ow/3998702.cmsThe Times of India, 20 January 2009 -
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/India/CrPC_Amemeht_Renuka to fight for womens_righ
ts/articleshow/4008404.cn&
The Hindu, 20 January 2008ttp://www.hindu.com/2009/01/20/stories/2009012GB000.htm

< - % & 3& % %

Law Commission Chairman, has asked the Central (aovent to review the 150-year old
Christian divorce law stating, that Section 2 & Divorce Act is not only not in tune with the
present times but is also harsh upon Christian woiméndia. A Christian woman, according to
the Christian divorce law, cannot file a petiticgfdre a court seeking divorce if her husband is
not an Indian citizen. The law requires both parteethe divorce to be Indian citizens. The
report demands that Indian courts be allowed ter&ait such petitions where either of the
parties have their residence in India.
Sourcehttp://in.christiantoday.com/articles/law-commissMants-christian-divorce-law-to-be-
amended/4541.htm




Judgments
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A trial court in Delhi has held that demanding mprieom a woman in a live-in relationship
amounts to dowry harassment with punishment upgféarhprisonment. In this particular case
the court went by the woman’s dying declaratiort tha man she lived with set her on fire when
she refused to give him the money. The court daatl the husband would be tried under 498A
and 304B. Passing the judgment the court held thaperson who enters into a marital
relationship under the colour of such proclaimedebgned status of husband and subjects the
woman concerned to cruelty or coerces her in angner@ whatever be the legitimacy of the
marriage itself, comes under the purview of SecliodA.”.

Source: Times of India, November 17
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In a ruling in early February 2009, the Delhi Hi@burt stayed criminal proceedings filed by the
police against a couple for kissing in a publiccpla“despite the Sub-Inspector finding on
enquiry that the two Petitioners were husband arid living in the same place”. The Court
observed, “It is inconceivable how, even if one evier take what is stated in the FIR to be true,
the expression of love by a young married coupiethe manner indicated in the FIR, would
attract the offence of “obscenity” and trigger tbeercive process of the law”. While the
judgment is welcome affirmation of individual freeds and liberties, it does reflect the growing
trend in moral policing by the state and the Rigitg forces. The growing intolerance towards
even mild display of heterosexual marital intimaeypublic has worrying implications for the
liberties of persons in non-marital and queer retehips.
Sourcehttp://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Cities/Marrieduple kiss_in_public_ OK_HC/atrticl
eshow/4066941.cms
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The Delhi High Court smoothened out the marriagenglof young couples under Special
Marriage Act of 1954 by directing the marriage odfis to not send prior notice of the wedding
to their residences. While delivering the verdibe Judge stated that the procedure did not have
any authority of law and neither the Act nor thebgite of the Delhi Government required
officers to send notices to the couple’s residemees local police stations. The court held that
the unwarranted disclosure of marriage plans of &adalts may jeopardize their marriage or
endanger life and limb of either or both partiese Tecision was taken in a petition filed by an
engineer who wished to marry a ‘manglik’ woman; leeer the district marriage officer
informed the couple that the notice of intendedriage would be sent to both parents. This
urged the boy to file a petition against this psiam in the high court.
Source: Express Newsline (The Indian Express), Rlay
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A lower court in Chandigarh has denied a rape mistirequest to let the accused marry her for a
day so that she can give her daughter a fatherreendhe victim had urged the court to direct
the 21-year-old accused to marry her. The soleveas to legitimize the relationship in order to
give her child a father’'s name and divorce the hnsdlthe very next day.
Source: Rashtra Mahila. April 2009.p.3
http://dgroups.org/ViewDiscussion.aspx?c=88241b94864f5d-8712-
a3b0b8edalc8&i=f7044529-4c20-4b00-b4cc-dbd257c2b8ac
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Despite the recommendations of the Law Commissiod #he Women’'s Commission for
drafting of a law on Child Sexual Abuse (CSA), sgsive governments have failed to do so. As
a result, the existing penal provisions relatingatlults on ‘outraging of modesty’, ‘rape’ and
‘unnatural sex’ continues to be used to partiatiysecute cases of CSA. Given the range of acts
falling under CSA, these legal provisions haveefilo respond to the crime with seriousness or
the severity it deserves, resulting in trivializittge offence, as reflected in a recent case. A
recent case of digital rape of a 5 year old bylatike convicted the offender only for 2 years,
despite a successful prosecution. Decrying thisaa®sty of justice, the Delhi High Court urged
the Centre to implement the Law Commissions Reporthe subject. For many years women’s
groups have been lobbying for a sexual assaulttlet covers a range of sexual violence
including CSA, and have even submitted a draft 8efAgsault Bill on which no action has been
taken by the Law Ministry.

Source: The Hindu, May 2
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The Gujarat High Court, following a directive ofetfSupreme Court, set up nine special fast
track courts for the trial of nine cases of comnium@lence in Gujarat in 2002 being
reinvestigated by the Special Investigation Tearh.tl@® nine courts, four will function in
Ahmedabad, including the one at Sabarmati Cen#igl thvo each in Mehsana and Anand and
one in Himmatnagar, district headquarters of Sab@Ha, in North Gujarat.

Source: The Hindu, May 9
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The Gujarat High Court has ordered authoritiespes up the distribution of compensation to
the victims of the communal carnage of 2002. THegucame in response to a complaint filed
by some of the riot victims against the State Gowemt. They said they were yet to receive the
compensation, even though the Centre allocatedhao$unore than $52m last year.
Sourcehttp://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south _asia/8050793.stm
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In a recent landmark judgment, the Kerala High i€beld that ‘illegitimate’ children are also
entitled to inherit the property of parents alonghwhe children born in valid marriage. The
court also suggested to the Central governmenmhactethe law to confer right of succession to
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all illegitimate children, irrespective of theirligton, in tune with Section 125 of the CrPC
which provides maintenance to be given to wife emttiren.

Source: Rashtra Mahila. February 2009. p.1

http://d2.dgroups.org/oneworld/cwds-bol
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A Lok Adalat held in Delhi ruled that a second wi®ng with her child also has the right to
maintenance. The Lok Adalat was organized by Debgal Services Authority (DLSA) in
which 60 cases relating to maintenance and domestience were listed in four courts in the
capital.

Source: Rashtra Mahila. April 2009.p.3
http://dgroups.org/ViewDiscussion.aspx?c=88241b94864f5d-8712-
a3b0b8edalc8&i=bf917c3d-256a-4ec9-a7bb-541f93d1f33e
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The Delhi High Court granted Rs. 9 lakh in maintesealong with money worth 20 tolas of
gold to a Muslim woman from her ex-husband underNuslim Women (Protection of Rights
on Divorce) Act, 1986. The Act was enacted in M&B@ in the wake of the Shah Bano
judgment with the aim of barring divorced Muslim mven from claiming maintenance from ex-
husbands under the Criminal Procedure Code. Degpitetment, it remains relatively less
known and used, and many maintenance claims byaidaviuslim women continue to be filed
under the Cr.P.C. In this case, not only was th&1Act used but it was applied in such a

manner as to grant substantial alimony to the witee judgment held that the alimony to a
divorced wife was not confined to the period ofdt¢he waiting period following the divorce
within which a woman cannot remarry) under the Aacid a Muslim husband was legally bound
to make provisions for the woman.
Sourcenhttp://www.indianexpress.com/story-print/520469/
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In a landmark judgment, the Bombay High Court hded that Hindu parents would be allowed
same gender adoptions even if the Hindu adoption peohibits it. The verdict sought to
harmonise the personal laws with secular legigtatio arriving at this verdict the Court drew
upon the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection bild@n) Act of 2000 that enables
rehabilitation of abandoned children through adwptand held that its principles would prevail
over the Hindu Adoption and Maintenance Act. Thenddi Personal law places stringent
conditions and prohibits adoption of a child of theme gender where an adoptive father or
mother already have a child living at that timer Erample, if the adoption is of a daughter the
adoptive parent must not have a Hindu daughter sords daughter living at the time of
adoption. Similarly, while adopting a son, the atlgp parents must not have a Hindu son, a
grandson or even a great-grandson alive. The Jievéustice Act, which was enacted in the year
2000, is vastly progressive as it provides a widatform for the adoption of abandoned and
destitute children.

Source: Times of India, September 22
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The Supreme Court has ordered that abortion cammgierformed without the consent of the
woman even if she is ‘mentally retarded’ and no&iposition to understand the consequences.
The bench held that medical termination of preggacannot be done on an adult woman
without her consent even if she suffered from dettion. Performance of abortion without such
a woman’s consent would amount to a violation gii@ protection before the law’ as laid down
in Article 14 of the Constitution. The Court alseldhthat a woman’s right to make reproductive
choice was a dimension of ‘personal liberty’ asenstbod under Article 21. Thus, the state has
to guarantee a woman her reproductive rights, whietludes an entitlement to carry a
pregnancy to its full term to give birth and to sequently raise children.
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The Supreme Court has asked the Centre to corleglgizing prostitution if they cannot curb it
So as to be able to monitor the trade, rehabilaatk provide medical aid to those involved in the
trade. The Court said legalising sex trade woula Ibetter option to avoid trafficking of women
as nowhere in the world has the trade been curlggoubitive measures. The court’'s remarks
came while dealing with a PIL filed by an NGO, Bpah Bachao Andolan and the intervention
application moved by Childline complaining abougkascale child trafficking in the country.
Sourcehttp://news.outlookindia.com/item.aspx?670812
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The Supreme Court has upheld the right of the teifelaim interim maintenance till the final
adjudication of the suit under the Hindi Adoptiarsd Maintenance Act 1956. The interim
maintenance will also cover expenses incurred tdsvaredical treatment. While delivering the
judgment the Court said that “maintenance” and fufj are comprehensive terms and provide
and their scope would also include medical expenses

Source: Rajesh Burman vs Mitul Chatterjee (2008)CLC 398
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In the first ever judgment of its kind, the Centfiktrict Tribunal on Delhi has upheld the
Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and SenioredisizAct, 2007 by ordering a man and his
wife to vacate the house owned by his parents oouet of ill-treating their aged parents. Under
the Act, errant children can face up to three memthjail and payment of a monthly sum of up
to Rs.10,000 towards maintenance of their eldeahgpts.

Source: The Indian Express, October 21
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The Punjab and Haryana High Court, has declarédad’ the (inter-caste) marriage of a girl
below 18 under the Prohibition of Child MarriagetA2006 which prohibited marriage of a
minor. This father of the girl complained against boy for enticing his 16 year old daughter
and marrying her against his wishes. The court quoned the judgment when the couple
approached the court for protection from the par@ftthe girl. Instead, the court declared the
marriage void and said that the persons responddslethe child marriage are liable for
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prosecution with punishment of two years in prisowl a fine up to Rupees one lakh. The court
also refused plea of protection to the boy who iisagor and his parents for protection for threat
to life. Further the court directed the state tketaction against all persons including the priest
who solemnized the “child marriage” in this caskeTAct makes child marriages voidable at the
option a party to the child marriage upon attairaadglthood, but declares ‘void’ a marriage of a
minor who has been ‘enticed out of the keepinghef lawful guardian’ into marriage. In the
wake of extensive documentation of violence, intiation and abuse of law to obstruct inter-
caste and inter-religious marriages of choice, jilnlgment cannot be seen purely as relating to
child marriage. Instead, the objection to child nage (otherwise widely acceptable) must take
into account the intersecting concerns of patriarahd caste that are at play in this case. The
judgment reveals ways in which a socially desirdie, and a technically correct decision, can
reinforce patriarchal authority and caste divid@pplied without regard to the social prejudices
and inequalities.

Sourcehttp://news.outlookindia.com/item.aspx?670212
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Lawyers’ Collective and the Delhi government Sothlfare Board had approached the Chief
Justice of the Delhi High Court to request him $sue Practice Direction for provision of
assistance to the protection officer under theeetamn of Women against Domestic Violence
Act, 2005 at the time of issuing and service ofices. Such a move was triggered after a
Protection Officer had to face violence at the eoofa respondent where she had gone to serve
notices. Following this, the Registrar of the Ddliigh Court issued a practice direction to all

the concerned Magistrates for assistance beinggeoduo the Protection Officers at the time of

serving notice, in December 2008. Women’s grompsairious states took a cue from this and
began lobbying for similar directives in other stat In February 2009, the Andhra Pradesh
campaign bore fruit and the Registrar of the AndPradesh High Court also issued a Practice
Direction on the same lines as that by the DellghHCourt. This is a very positive development

and the campaign in other states must be inteddibiesimilar provisions

CEFF = 3 2 $
The beginning of the month of July marked a histeictory for queer rights activists, when the
Delhi High courtannulled the law that criminalizes adult homosexe&dtions, ending an eight
year old legal battle for gay rights. Pronouncthg order in Naz Foundation (India) Trust v.
Government of NCT, Delhi and Others, Writ Petit{@ivil) No. 7455 of 2001, a division bench
of Chief Justice A.P Shah and Justice S. Muraliddad “We declare that Section 377 IPC,
insofar it criminalizes consensual sexual actscfita in private, is violative of Articles 21, 14
and 15 of the Constitution.” Elaborating the reesbehind the order, Chief Justice A.P Shah
said “If there is one constitutional tenethat candaid to be underlying theme of the Indian
Constitution, it is that of ‘inclusiveness’. Thio@t believes that the Indian Constitution reflects
this value deeply ingrained in Indian society, otetl over several generations. The
inclusiveness that Indian society traditionallypdigsyed, literally in every aspect, is manifest in
recognizing a role in society for everyone. Thosecpived by the majority as ‘deviants’ or
‘different’ are not on that score excluded or asttad.” The Court further affirmed, “In our

32




view, Indian Constitutional law does not permit #tatutory criminal law to be held captive by
the popular misconception of the LGBTs are. It adrve forgotten that discrimination is anti-
thesis of equality and it is the recognition of a&lify that will foster the dignity of every
individual.”

Appeals challenging the above verdict have bee fih the Supreme Court of India. Without
granting a stay of the verdict, the Supreme Coast granted eight weeks time to the Centre to
file its response.

Source: Lawyers’ Collective Press Releaséttp://www.lawyerscollective.org/node/100&
http://www.hindu.com/2009/07/21/stories/200907218MM00.htm

The full text of the 105 page judgment is availaddte
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/bsp/hi/pdfs/02_07irfila_gay.pdf

- < & = 9 $ H

The Karnataka High Court has passed an order irtdse of a woman who had converted to
Islam to marry a Muslim from Kerala, to return teriparents’ home until the case is investigated
for unlawful trafficking of women and ordered thelipe to investigate if it was a case of ‘love
jihad’. The People's Union for Civil Liberties (PUChas said it will file a writ petition in the
Supreme Court challenging the Karnataka High Cewtder despite her statement in court that
she had willingly converted and was waiting to getrried under the provisions of the Special
Marriage Act 1954.

The term Love Jihad was first used in the casevofadult girls from Kerala who chose of their
own accord to marry Muslim men. Nonetheless, tiparents filed habeas corpus petitions
responding to which the court summoned the gifte girls sought the court’s permission to live
with their husbands, as they would not be alloweedbtlow their faith in their parental homes.
The court however turned down their request antlthem to live with the parents, directing the
parents to provide all help for the girls to folloteir new religion. Subsequent to being
‘ordered’ to live in their parents’ home, and hayiresumed living with their parents, the girls
stated that they had been asked to convert fortiplsheir husbands. This led the Court to view
the cases as a new trend of forced conversionsldmIcarried out by young Muslim youth by
developing inter-religious relationships. It wassdéed as a movement being run by an
organization called Love Jihad, or Romeo Jihad. Kaeala high court ordered an inquiry into
the matter and asked the state to curb this tr@eshite the police report denying any evidence
of such a movement or spurt of similar cases inréigeon.

Source:

http://www.thehindu.com/2009/10/23/stories/2009162370700.htm
http://www.thehindu.com/2009/10/23/stories/2009182R1 1100.htm
http://www.thehindu.com/2009/10/23/stories/2009 185 0500.htm

Programme and Policies
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The National Mission for Female Literacy was lawtiby the Prime Minister on the eve of
International Literacy Day. The mission, earlietlex the National Literacy Mission, aims to




make all women functionally literate by 2012. Thession is part of the commitment made by
the President (in her address to the joint sessfoRarliament on June 4) to promote gender
equality in the country.

Source: The Hindu, September 9
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The NCW has sought an amendment in the Prohibdfoindecent Representation of Women
and Children Act 1986. The proposed amendment dieslihe extension of the applicability of
the Act to the visual media and the computer, idiclg internet and satellite related
communication as well as incorporating more stnrigpunishment for its violation. The
proposal also calls for a redefinition of termsaabvertising and electronic media’. According to
the Chairperson of the Commission, the definitibnndecent representation of woman would
include ‘the depiction in any manner of the figwfea woman, her form, her body or any part
thereof in such a way as to have the effect ofdeidecent, derogatory or denigrating’.
The commission has also demanded that the Centop s& authority to govern and regulate the
manner in which the women are represented in agyrdent, published, broadcast or telecast.
The Authority would be headed by member secretd@W and should have representatives
from Advertising Standards Council of India, Pr&€suncil of India, Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting and a member experienced in wgpkinvomen’s issues.
Source: The Hindu, September 7
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The National Commission launched a special cetldal with issues of women married to non
residential Indians (NRI), on 24 September. Thé @aled the NRI cell will function under the
chairperson of the NCW, has been set up to addhnesgrowing cases of desertion of wives by
NRI men.
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The Government has approved enhancing of reservittiovomen from 33% to 50% in urban
local bodies. This provision will apply to the totaimber of seats to be filled by direct election,
offices of chairpersons and seats and offices airphrsons reserved for SCs and STs. The
proposed amendment will cover all states and Umiemitories.
Sourcehttp://news.outlookindia.com/item.aspx?668214
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The President of India promised the constitutioranfEqual Opportunity Commission during
her address to the Parliament on 4 June 2009, epitkkg with the recommendations of the
Sachar Committee. An expert committee under DrdiMa& Menon was constituted to consider
the recommendations of the Sachar Committee. TheaoN€ommittee Report (2008) proposed
an Equal Opportunity Commission Bill to prohibitsdiimination against ‘deprived groups'
defined on certain grounds such as sex, disabiftgligion, caste, language etc. Also, the




Amitabh Kundu Committee Report (2008) recommended tonstitution of a Diversity
Commission to oversee the incentivisation of dikgrsn education institutions, employment
establishments and housing societies. The propdseisity index' is sensitive to religion, caste
and sex. In an important open letter to the Meridbr Minority Affairs, the National Law
School of India University urges the Ministry tatiate larger public debate on the issue before
the Bill is introduced in the parliament. Thistégtalso includes annexures of various similar
legislations from the US, UK, EU, Canada and Sd\itica.
Source;_http://www.nls.ac.in/csse/additional%20ueses.htm

Appointments
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On 3 June 2009, the Indian parliament electedrdgs woman speaker, who is also a member of
the Dalit community. Meira Kumar was elected unuggd by the 543 member 15th Lok Sabha
which includes 59 women MPs. She is a five-term WHb was a career diplomat before she
entered politics in 1985. The motion to elect Kuwas moved by Congress party Chief Sonia
Gandhi and seconded by opposition leader L.K. Ad¥eom the Hindu nationalist Bharatiya
Janta Party.
Source:_http://www.channelnewsasia.com/stories&dapacific/view/433556/1/.html

= % - 6 %
Noted Supreme Court lawyer and human rights attilnslira Jaising earned the distinction of
being the first woman Additional Solicitor Geneddlindia, in fact the first woman to become a
law officer in the country's highest court. On Bppointment she said, “Being the first woman
to be appointed additional solicitor general in 8xgpreme Court, | feel a special duty to explain
my own reasons for accepting the post. To begih,wite posts have been a male bastion and
there is no doubt that this appointment crossesliaier and the post will now cease to be
considered as reserved for men alone. It is mdbntext | am sure the appointment will send an
electrifying signal to women lawyers all over tleuntry, to aspire to the highest law offices.”
Sourcehttp://news.rediff.com/column/2009/jul/06/indiragag-on-judicial-reforms-an-idea-
whose-time-has-come.htm

News and Events
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Members of the Sri Ram Sene (SRS), a Hindu ulglatrgroup on 24 January 2009, forcefully
entered into the Amnesia Bar and Restaurant in lsllang, Karnataka and assaulted women and
girls present there, objecting to women consumloghel claiming it was against Indian culture.
The 28 SRS members involved in the case were addsit later granted bail. The political
leaders across party lines have condemned thene®lenly in qualified terms - prefixing their
condemnation with objections to “pub culture”, thigy rationalizing the subject of SRS ire. The
Karnataka Chief Minister failed to categoricallyndemn the violence against women and the
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open threats to women’s exercise of Constitutigngliaranteed liberties. Instead, his concern
was that the SRS was 'taking law into their hanglsgn in fact the pubs function lawfully and
there is no legal restriction against women vigitpubs. So the attack cannot amount to taking
law into one’s hands, but certainly does amouna wiminal act. None of the condemnations
issued by the leaders have affirmed women'’s liesytor expressly condemned the erosion of
women's freedoms by the Hindu Right. The continnédhidation and threats by the SRS have
restrained all victims and witnesses from filingassisting in the criminal proceedings against
the SRS. Alarmingly, the state has failed to cousteh threats through assurance of victim or
witness protection, thereby strengthening the HiRdyht.

Source: (Facts of the incident) IBN Livehitp://ibnlive.in.com/news/mangalore-pub-row-sri-
ram-sene-men-get-bail/84145-3.html

2 + cC 7/ #$ $ &%

A Class VIl girl student who was alleged to haweb sexually abused by a school headmaster
in a village in Rewari district of Haryana has begwven an interim relief of Rs.1 lakh by the
State Government on orders from the National HuiRahts Commission. The Commission
received the compliance report and proof of payneenianuary 19. It had ordered the Haryana
Government for payment within four weeks afteraurid that prima facie violation of human
rights of the girl had been established.

SourceThe Hindu, 4 February 2009 -
http://www.hindu.com/2009/02/04/stories/200902045400.htm
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In its World Report 2009, Human Rights Watch saydid lacks the "will and capacity” to
implement many laws and policies. India has rolyingnored recommendations from UN
human rights bodies including UN committees onHlheination of Racial Discrimination and
the Committee on the Elimination of All Forms ofsbrimination against Women. Children and
adults with HIV/AIDS, internal migrants, sex workeinjecting drug users, men who have sex
with men, and transgender populations -face widksprstigmatization and discrimination,
including denial of employment, access to educadioth healthcare.

Source: Centre for Health and Social Justice (Deltewsletter and Human Rights Watch -
http://www.hrw.org/world-report-2009
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The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCHRlgvanethem Pillay visited New
Delhi from 22-24 March 2009. She held meetingshywarious stakeholders — the government,
the NHRI and the civil society groups working onnfan rights. She addressed a conference
organised on 23 March 2009 by the National Humagh®i Commission for the Chairpersons
and Secretaries of State Human Rights Commissgatected public functionaries, experts and
NGOs concerned with Human Rights issues. In hesgmtation she highlighted the need for
India to reject the legacy of colonial laws thamrimmunity to state agencies from prosecution,
including the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act ahé provisions that criminalize




homosexuality. She recommended implementing the&aCommittee Report through adoption
of an Equal Opportunity Bill that operates throubé structure of an ombudsman. She has also
called upon India to live up to role as a regicanadl global leader by taking a lead at the Durban
Review Conference to ensure the outcome is suadeggven its commitment to fight caste
discrimination, as well as play a lead role in potimg human rights in the sub-region, in respect
of Sri Lanka and Burma.

She appreciated the advances made by the Supremmed@dndia and legislative achievements
in relation to Right to Information Act and the Destic Violence Act. She however regretted
that the Supreme Court of India and the NationamBin Rights Commission did not have a
single women judge/ member. She emphasised thgtrdgress made in relation to women’s
rights must be actively defended specially witherehce to the backlash by anti secular forces,
and noted that while marital rape was included withe scope of domestic violence law, the
penal law on rape was yet to recognize it as aenc#. She also cautioned that the current
economic crisis should not become a pretext taveaten back and force their withdrawal from
the economic sphere. The need to ensure participatii women in economic sector and in
policy making is paramount.

The text of her statement to the NHRC on 23 Maschviailable at:
http://www.indianet.nl/docs/090323.doc
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Lotika Sarkar, an octogenerian pioneer in the feldvomen’s studies and human rights, has
been forced to leave her house in Hauz Khas wisicuirently under fraudulent occupation by
Nirmal Dhoundiyal, a Bihar cadre IPS officer whaiahs that Lotika has gifted her house to him.
Lotika Sarkar maintains that she has not done sbtla@ question of any such does not arise
since the house is her only source of survivalendid age. The matter is now in the Delhi High
Court. Friends and well-wishers of Lotika Sarkavé launched a campaign expressing
solidarity with her under the banner of “Friendslaftika Sarkar’. The group has drafted a
petition which has been handed over to the Homastinfor action against Nirmal Dhoundiyal.
The option of bringing a private members’ bill iarPament on legal safeguards for women in
Lotika’s situation is also a matter of discussinrthe campaign. The petition has been endorsed
by 152 individuals as well as 12 groups and instits, including Partners for Law in
Development (PLD). It is ironic that one of thelars of the landmark report of the Committee
on the Status of Women in Indialewards Equality (published in 1974) — is homeless now and
is fighting for justice at the dusk of her life.
Sourcehttp://www.thehindu.com/2009/03/17/stories/2009031030400.htm
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Several women’s groups came together to draft at&@haf Demands for the political parties.
Similarly, the National Alliance of Women (NAWO) V& drafted a Women’s Political
Manifesto (2009) to ensure that their concernshaghlighted and the same become part of the
mainstream political agenda in the coming Lok Sablections. The demands include the
passage of the Women’s Reservation Bill, legistatio stringently punish those guilty of




communal violence and increase allocation for doseifare schemes, law to address honour
killings and acid attacks, and special measurgsrawide financial support to victims of acid
attacks. The charter wanted that the farm loan evascheme must benefit women farmers also,
including those indebted to private money-lendarsj implementation of gender budgeting
policy with one-third allocation of resources foomven.
Sourcehttp://www.hindu.com/2009/03/18/stories/2009031861M00.htm
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In a condemnable manner ‘virginity tests’ were asctdd on more than 150 would-be brides
before a government sponsored mass wedding undeiMilkhyamantri Kanyadan Yojna’ in
Madhya Pradesh. The would-be brides were mostiyn fpoor tribal families. The National
Commission for Women (NCW) toakio motu cognizance of the matter and sought an interim
report from the MP government. It also formed a oottee to look into the matter. The issue
was also raised in the Parliament by non-BJP saviteereas the BJP Chief Minister of MP was
in denial mode who maintained what was carriedwas “procedural medical examination.”
The NCW declared the MP government interim repsrtumsatisfactory” and decided to send a
five-member team of the Commission led by NCW meniesmin Abrar including a lawyer
and a member of the Madhya Pradesh Women’s Conuonidsi the State to study the execution
of the scheme. The NCW later concluded that wthke tests may not have taken place, the
women were nonetheless, subjected to “indecent sxpd where they were examined
downwards from their abdomen, causing immense hatioih.
Sourcehttp://www.indianexpress.com/news/MP-virginity-testv--NCW-says-women-faced-
indecent-exposure/4924 X6 http://www.hindu.com/2009/07/14/stories/200907 14B08)0.htm
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The Madras High Court has been paralysed for mioti® year, due to an agitation ostensibly
meant to protest against the Sri Lankan militargrapons in Jaffna. The Chennai lawyers’
violent clashes with police and apathy to sufferiiigants have raised legitimacy about their
commitment to justice. The lawyers intensified thatrike after the unfortunate lathi charge by
the police on agitating lawyers in the Madras Haglurt premises. The Chief justice of the
Madras High court had expressed grave concerntbeeway the prolonged strike had held the
justice system at ransom. The lawyers finally nesd work on 23 March 2009 after the Madras
High Court ordered the suspension of two senioicpabfficers for the violent incidents of 19

February 20009.

Sourcenttp://www.hindu.com/thehindu/holnus/0002009031 12 88n
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On 8 February 2009, Gujarat High Court became itise dourt in the country to implement the
model e-court project on a pilot basis at the Tityil and Sessions Court in Ahmedabad. The
objective of the model e-court is to provide tanppeof, authenticated audio-video recording of
courtroom proceedings along with multipoint videonferencing facilities between the
courtroom, central jail, police commissioner's eéfiand the forensic science laboratory.
Sourcenttp://www.hinduonnet.com/businessline/blnus/28@aLAtnd
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On 25 May 2009, the Supreme Court granted bail toBihayak Sen who was languishing in
Raipur jail for over two years under unproven cleargf links with Maoists in Chhattisgarh.
The court took just about a minute to grant himl,band did not even listen to what the
Chhattisgarh government had to say. Dr. Binayak 8e vice president of People's Union for
Civil Liberties (PUCL) had been arrested under thaconian anti-terror law, Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act. Dr. Sen’s counsel hamight bail for him pleading that "the case
against him has already been demolished in thlectiat as all the material withesses in the case
have been examined" and none of them have depgs@usahim. It was contended that despite
the case against him having been demolished, thatGsgarh High Court was not entertaining
his bail plea.
Source:http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/NEWS/India/Civights-activist-Binayak-Sen-gets-
bail/articleshow/4574543.cms
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Around 500 sex workers in Sonagachi, Kolkata patattavn the streets of Kolkata at midnight
to press for legalization of their profession. Grigad by Durbar Mahila Samanway Committee,
a self help group, they appealed for the Immorailffic Prevention Act (ITPA) to be discarded
since it restricts them from earning their liveldab In addition to demanding registration for
their work, they demanded a voice in the Parliamami State Assemblies like all other
professions. In the month of July last year, thewserkers of Kolkata had gone on an indefinite
hunger strike, protesting against the ITPA. Sonagax bustling red light district is home to
around 15,000 sex workers. It is estimated thatiest Bengal alone there are 70,000 sex

workers. Although prostitution is illegal in Indid, is a thriving underground industry and
voluntary groups estimate that there are aboutbton women sex workers in India

Source: (ANI) May 2

http://monthlyreview.org/mrzine/barden020509.html
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Groups working on violence against women, heaktkuality, education and human rights have
appealed against the stand taken by Parliamentamntittee on sex education. The appeal
asserts the need for sexuality and not sex educdiEsides de-mystifying the fears relating to
sex education. The Committee led by Venkaiah Naids directed to probe the petition filed in
the Rajya Sabha in August 2007 against impartingesf education to the students of Class VI
onwards in CBSE affiliated schools. The petitioneaied for the withdrawal of sex education
on the grounds that the curriculum was culturatigppropriate and would corrupt Indian youth;
it would sexualize student teacher relationshipnpote condom usage; create an immoral
society and encourage single parent families. Thm@ittee endorsed these views and strongly
recommended an end to sex education on groundg thatlutes the young and impressionable
minds of students by exposing them to indecent niaditeThe Committee compared sex to basic
instincts like food, fear, greed, coitus etc., adommended that the focus of education should
be on ‘instinct control’.




It is ironic that the Committee’s report comestat time of the 18 anniversary of International
Conference on Population and Development (ICPD)rnwheil society groups have been
lobbying with the Indian Government to introduce agppropriate, non-moralistic and fact based
Sexuality Education for adolescents and youth labaiclevel. This is also a necessary part of the
governmental obligation under ICESCR, CRC and CEDAWV eliminate socio cultural
discrimination and gender based violence agaimkst gind women.

Report of the Parliamentary Committee on Sex Edwcat
http://164.100.47.5:8080/newcommittee/reports/Eigliommittees/Committee%200n%20Petiti
ons/135%20Report.htm
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! PLD is a legal resource group working in the fietdssocial justice and women'’s rights in
: India. We view law as an essential resource insthgggle for social justice and consid:er
gender equality as central to the attainment oifasqastice. Our belief is that social justige
: goals are best shaped by human rights laws whieiblesh a framework for the realizatian
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: dignity of all persons is drawn from human righdsvlas well as the contextual realities :of
disadvantaged groups. :
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