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INTRODUCTION

The workshop on ‘Women and International Human Rights Law’ focused on developing an understanding of the concept of women’s human rights, its incorporation into international law and its application in the domestic sphere. International standards with respect to discrimination against women and their application in the specific area of gender-based violence formed the theme of an in-depth analysis in the workshop. This required a study of principles embodied in CEDAW as part of the international normative framework and mechanisms available to address gender-based violence including redress against such violence in special contexts. 

The workshop spread over a period of 5 days had 11 sessions covering the abovementioned areas. It began with participants introducing themselves, their organization and the work they do within that. IWRAW, Asia Pacific and PLD were introduced to the participants. It was emphasized that it is in pursuance of their aim to develop and facilitate the role of lawyers and social action groups in applying human rights to further gender justice that this workshop was organised. The organisations are known for their expertise in the area of women’s rights, gender justice and are geared towards developing alternative practices in law. The resource team consisting of Usha Ramanathan, Eleanor Conda, Sara Hossain and Madhu Mehra was also introduced to the participants. Saumya Uma, one of the participants, working on International Criminal Court, facilitated the session on the same. As an ice-breaker a simple game where the participants had to identify with an object, animal or colour followed. The participants consisted of lawyers and activists. The purposed of having such a mixed group for the training was twofold. Firstly, litigation and community work are the major arenas for the application of international human rights law. Secondly, it provided an opportunity to enable experience sharing between them and adoption of techniques used by each other into their own work. 

Objectives

· To build perspective and strengthen awareness about the international human rights standards.

· To develop an appreciation for critical engagement with the law through contextualising it in relation to social contexts and marginalised groups

· To deepen the understanding about women’s rights.

· To develop an understanding about international law on women, in particular CEDAW, special mechanisms and the ICC

· To develop and expand the ability of participants in incorporating international standards on women’s rights in their work with the law

· To develop familiarity with and skills on the application of human rights standards in domestic litigation, and thereby facilitate its implementation through the courts.   To develop and/or build a pool of lawyers and women’s rights advocates committed to advance women’s human rights through legal and litigation initiatives  

· To build a pool of lawyers and women’s rights advocates with the capacity to technically assist each other and others on litigation and other legal initiatives to advance women’s human rights

Expectations

The expectations expressed by the participants reflected willingness to understand framework of international treaties and conventions especially ICCPR, ICESCR and CEDAW. Feminist critique of the human rights framework and significance of CEDAW in that context was sought to be understood. Participants also wanted to learn about UN mechanisms and how international human rights law especially CEDAW, can be applied in litigation in India. Specific expectation was voiced for developing an understanding about the ways to apply human rights law to address gender-specific violence and genocide.  Exploration of ways to combat injustice against women, including alternative practices in law was also sought to be addressed in the workshop.
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