Background 

The training workshop on Gender and Law for activists, lawyers and academics, conducted by Partners for Law in Development in Association with FARR was held from 19th January to 23rd January 2006 at Panthnivas, Puri. The workshop was attended by 30 participants which included activists, lawyers and academics. It was facilitated by 4 Resource Persons, namely, Geeta Ramaseshan, Saumya Uma, Madhu Mehra and Amita Punj.

The objective of the workshop

The workshop is aimed at developing an understanding of the relative concept of gender law and human rights and the relation between these. It aims to develop an understanding of the concept of gender in general, its implications for individuals, family, society, State and legal system. Further, it is aimed that the participants get an in depth knowledge and understanding of Law and Human rights, they are expected to understand the dual nature of law as a resource and as a challenge to the realisation of women’s rights and thus better equip them in social justice work at all levels.. 

Workshop Approach and Methodology

The workshop was conducted in different phases each phase focussing on one of the core components of the overall objectives. 

· Understanding Gender
· Understanding the Law
· Unpackaging the Law
· Civil and criminal Procedure 
· Women’s Human Rights: CEDAW
· Principles of CEDAW
The sessions contained group work, plenary discussions, film shows and resource inputs to stimulate and to facilitate participant’s involvement and easy learning.  Participants were given a resource Kit for background reading. 

Introduction
The workshop began with an informal round of introduction followed by an interactive session wherein the participants were given a background to the entire training, and its objectives and resource kit containing reading material was introduced.  The participants were asked to talk about their expectations from the training, which were then mapped against the contents and objective of the workshop so as to indicate parity between the three. 
	Expectations of the participants
	Sessions and objectives of the workshop covering particular expectation

	
	Session
	Objectives

	Better idea about human rights especially those relating to women and children
	Women’s human rights: CEDAW
	To provide an overview of the comprehensive treaty on women: CEDAW

	Engagement of women’s movement with law especially the liberating and restraining aspect of it.  To gain idea how to use law as a tool for social change. 
	Understanding the law – substance structure and culture. 

Women’s movement 
	To provide conceptual framework for engaging with the law by explaining different faces of law from a feminist perspective.

	Learning strategies and methods to deal with and address women related issues especially in backward region. 
	Unpackaging the law – sexual assault, domestic violence, property rights
	To strengthen the ability to critically examine laws and their application from gender perspective. 

	Better understanding of rights and their implementation in the state 
	Human rights and constitutional standards
	To introduce human rights as a framework to determine the legitimacy of laws. 

	To know how CEDAW can provide framework to fight for women’s rights 
	Principles of CEDAW – equality 
	

	To understand how law is gendered and how to make it in-discriminatory
	Unpackaging the law
	To develop feminist perspective on law. 

	To gain ideas how to use law as social change
	Engagement with law, women’s movement in law
	To provide an overview of feminist engagement with law

	To know about national and international agencies and how they extend support to strengthen efforts of NGO at grass root level.
	Domestic application of international standards
	To explain ways in which international standards can be applied at the national level. 

	Understanding domestic laws
	Procedure – civil and criminal 
	To develop understanding of two branches of law

	Skills on interpretation on international human rights standard and how to contextualize them locally.
	Domestic application of international standards
	To explain ways in which international standards can be applied at the national level. 


Session 1: Understanding Gender 

Sex and Gender

In this session the participants were given an orientation on the difference between the concept of Sex and Gender.  Sex is biologically determined while gender is determined and constructed socially. Sex is something one is born with and gender is a social norm that is imposed upon.  Gender determines what is socially attributed to the 2 different sexes. For e.g. biologically only a female can bear a child in her womb. So child bearing is a role of female that is biologically determined whereas child rearing which is generally attributed to women is socially constructed role of female. 

Gender refers to various traits attributed to males and females. Members of different sexes differ biologically and physically and on the basis of biological differences they are attributed different traits which in turn define masculinity and feminity.  The group dwelled upon these traits.

The discussion on the gender attributes was not restricted to the usual binary of male and female but was taken further to include “others” namely, transsexuals and trans-gendered etc.  This was done purposefully with a view to help participants develop a more nuanced understanding of gender.   
Table showing traits

	
	Masculine


	Feminine


	Other



	Physical Attributes 
	Strong , large built of body
	Weak, relatively smaller body built 


	Stronger than women



	Mental attributes 
	Emotions are not to be reflected by men.  They should not shed tears. 
	Women are expected to be emotional. One who easily cry
	Emotional

	
	Men expected to be Aggressive 
	Soft peace loving
	Aggressive

	
	Brave
	Timid 
	Not so brave

	Good conduct taught by social units 
	Men are meant to go out and work. They are allowed to work or move about till late night 
	Indoor activity – moving rules are strict for women. They are not allowed to stay outside till late  
	Outdoor

	
	Assertive 
	Submissive 
	Assertive 

	
	Decision makers 
	Obedient
	Rule breaker

	
	Bread winner 
	 Home makers 
	Combination of both

	Action
	Spontaneous / impulsive / bold
	Patient / tolerant
	Bold, impulsive

	Appearance
	Rough and tough, colour - blue and black
	Fair and beautiful, colour – pink 
	Bright colour 

	Speech
	Allowed to use slang and abusive language
	Expected to be sober and decent
	use vulgar language 
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