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1. BACKGROUND TO THE WORKSHOP

PLD is a legal resource group promoting rights-based approaches to development, through strengthening the capacity of partner organisations in applying law in community work. 

The workshops provide a forum annually for PLD and partners to explore concepts related to law in development; concepts in which both PLD and partners can locate their work, unravel challenges and share strategies with each other and resource persons. The workshops give an opportunity to discuss approaches and methodologies of work, to discuss the strengths and limitations of approaches, and to see how these relate to our work. It stimulates a healthy process between PLD and partners and contributes to building capacity at all levels. 

In 2004, the annual workshop focused on Rights Based Approaches to development in response to the increased emphasis on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in the last five to ten years and the policy shifts this has brought forward at many levels within the development community. This workshop aimed to draw attention to this shift to understand the concept of Rights Based Approaches conceptually and its programme’s implication in terms of interaction with other approaches to development.  To concretise the discussions in relation to issues of strategies the presentations were drawn from diverse sectors, issues and movements: ranging from sexuality to land; micro credit to violence against women.  The presentations covered both strength and challenges of Rights Based Approaches along with its interaction and interplay with approaches, such as empowerment, welfare and service delivery. 
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